Pocock, R. [. 1903. On a ncw specics of marine spider of the genus
Desis from Zanzibar. Proc. zool. Soc. Lond. 1903(2): 390-392,

Diysis rOSSLANDIL, sp, n. {Loxt-lig. 78))

2. Colouring like thak ol the cther species of the genus, the
mandibles and cephalic region of the cavapace deep custaneouns ;
sternom and mouth-pavts o Tittle or considenbly paler; legs prl(,

ochive, with secopular haivs on tarsi oo protarsd fuscous ahdowmen
festieeons,
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1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
: B
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
1
oA Byes fromabove, B Pistal extremiby of vight cuondilble
: from belvw. O Vulva,

Clarepace nboud as Tong ns larsns 4 proloarsns, tther longer than
patelln - tibia of 4th leg: o littdo .shm bev than pbtt,llm—}-t;lbm of
Tat and as long as protmisns g} the tasus of this appendage.
Fyes (text-fig. JH A) of the ]m\h'nm Tine slightly procueved, sub-
oo ally spn,r'et] ﬂw medinns only o little Tavther apart than either
in from the Inderal, the medings abonk 2 diameters apart amd
perhaps 14 r]1.1.1netu‘-. fron the daderals s anbevior median eyes
abont o diameter apart and aliout Gwo disaneters from the anterior
Interals {in other specimen< the oves appenr to be larger and the
distances between Lhemn consegnently Toss),

Handibles (text-fg, 78, B} 1 of Lhe two teeth on the postaxial
{posterior or outer) horder of the fang groove the distal is much the
larger, the space between The fwo hoing equal to about three or
four times the length of the yroximal, sl only a little less than
the spnes between the distal and the hase of the fang; teeth of
the preaxial or inner side of the fung -groove hormally seven in
vannher, the fivsh, sibaated umvn\m- HN\ interval between the two
fueth Uf the onter (postaxinf) vow, sialler than the secomnd, third,
v fourth, which ave luvse and pm_ﬂma;wly hut only bl]"ht!y
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decrease in size towards the proximal end of the mandible; all
the teeth evenly symeed,

Legs 1, 4, 2, 3 in Jengthe st lee with o superior basal spine
on femur, the remoining segiments uwuspined : 2ud leg  with
superior basal anmd anterior apreal femoral spine, three inferior
apical protavsal spines elines one median inferior protarsal
spine as weil), and one mferior meding farsal spine: 3rd leg with
one superior basal and three apieal spines on femur, one superior,
two oy one anfervior aed fwo or one posterior, and two inferior
apieal spines on tihin; one superior, two anterior, two posterior,
and five inferior, of which three ave apical, on the protaysus, and
six inferior spines on the tarsus: 4th leg with one superior basal
and one posterior apienl spine on femur, two or three posterior,
three inferiov spines, of which two ave apical, on the tibia, and about
twelve spines on the protsus soewhat irvegularly arranged as
tollows—two above, two behind, two in fron$, and three pairs
beneath ; the tarsus nrined with nhout six spines: the protarsi of
the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th legs furnished beneath with a pad of
greyish hadrs,

Vaulve (text-fig. 78, U) formed upon the same plan as in the
other species of the genus, the median excavation very shallow,
the lateral feeth distinet and projecting inwards and downwards,
the posterior medinn angle forming a reunded, smooth, sub-
vertical prominence showing o ghallow basal constrietion,

Mengurentents in mm.: -Folal lengtl: 10, carapace 5; 1st leg 15,
2ud feg 11, 3rd leg 13, 4th leg U5,

Loe. Zanzibar,  © Under stones at low tide” {Cyril Crossland).

Dinsin ernsslonnd £

A Eyes fronabove, B Distal extremity of vizht nandible
fronn helow, O Valva,



In a young specimen (sbont 2o, i length) the eyes have
the same arvangement as in the adults, bub ave relatively much
Jarger atl conseguently closer together; the mandibles are less
prominent, awd armed helow with ane outer and four inner teeth ;
the trochanter of the palp is small, not elongate; the maxillary
processes are parallel-sided, lightly convergent, and obtusely
rounded at the apex; and the labinm is wider than long and
almost semicirculatdy rouded marginally,

In the 91).1,(]]10' of its cyes and the spine-armature of its legs
this species is allied to J) mavillose, vorax, martenst, and marma,
which constitute n group Lillerto belioved to be vestricted in
range $o the consls lying hetween Singapore and New Zealand.
Of these four species, the ouly two known to me are D. marfensd
from Singapore and /2, sumrine from New Zealand and Australia.
From both of these J). crosslandi diflers in the form of the vulva
and the closer spocing of the eyes. It resembles J). maring in
the size and spacing of the two teeth on the posterior or outer
side of the fang-grovve of the mandible; but m D. marine the
first tooth of &he iuner row is separated by a velatively wider
space from the second than is the ease in D). crosslandsi,

Of the other two species, nnanely, D). worax from Upolu and
D. mawillose from New Guinea, &e, I can only speak with

hesitation, knowing them mevely from the published figures and
dma]l;rh{m. 2. crosslandi |1»|xn|||li\‘ differs from both in the
dentition of the wandible, the two onter foeth of the fang-groove
being apparently equal and widely spaeed in DL voras, and close
together and unequal in 7 weenillose, wheveas in D, crosslandi
they wre unequal as in 720 weallose and widely spaced as in
Aovorax, No doubt olher difterences will he disenverad when
examples of the thvee species ave eompared side by side.



